The letter was Signed by the president, HC [entzch, and enclosed with it were two books: a 42-page pamphlet providing"Answers to questions most commonly asked by the media"! and a 56-page brochure filled with color photographs and text professing the nature of the institution.s As [entzch said in hisletter:
This brochure, published for the 40th Anniversary of the Church of Scientology, will tell you why. And it will tell you more about who we are and what we are doing in society today. We feel it important for you to have the factsabout the Church.
Acknowledging that this institution has a history of credibility problems, my conclusion is that it is striving hard, by way of the media, to convince others of its authenticity. The membership is involved in anti-drug campaigns and drug rehabilitation programs. Thus, Scientology may have thought that those of us connected with pharmacy would promote this information to assist them in their quest for legitimacy.
Because my curiosity had peaked to the point of wondering what the facts are, I first checked an impartial definition of Scientology and found the following: Scientology, founded 1952 by L Ron Hubbard, a religious movement that teaches immortality and reincarnation and claims a psychotherapeutic method for freeing the individual from personal problems.t
Hubbard was the organization's executive director for 13 years after he founded ·it. He died January 24, 1986, at the age of 74. Hubbard's personal history sheds some light on the beliefs he promoted and ultimately on those of the membership. Some significant influences in his life were: a Native American medicine man who fascinated Hubbard at age 6; a Navy medical corps officer who studied under Sigmund Freud and taught Hubbard at the age of 12 some of Freud's theory; travel in Asia leading to his awareness of Eastern religions; and expeditions to the Caribbean islands where he examined Haitian Voodoo cults and Puerto Rican Jiberato. After dropping out of college, Hubbard took up writing in pulp fiction magazines to support himself. The Church of Scientology categorizes him "as one of the greats of the Golden Age of science fiction." They also go to some length to convince people that classifying Hubbard "as only a science fiction writer is to cast the shadow of 'science fiction' over Dianetics and Scientology."l His interests in medicine, science, and theology no doubt led him to originate the name Church of Scientology.
Scientology has not endeared itself to either scientists or pharmacists.
Looking for further information on this self-described church, I discovered the comments of one authority who said that Scientology, Despite its quasi-religious vocabulary, has no theology worthy of the name, and its use of such terms as ... "the church," without reference to Jesus, the founder of the church, seems to be a verbal camouflage to escape taxation.• This mix by Hubbard of theology, science, and science fiction led me to ask what are the differences between theology and science? According to one author, many American theologians hold the view that:
Theology deals with the transcendent and mysterious God, who is so radically unlike the world which science studies that the same methods cannot be expected to be used in both disciplines.
God is known only because he has revealed himself in Christ; science advances by human discovery and contributes nothing to a religious faith which depends entirely on divine initiative....
God is not known through his creation apart from Christ, for sin blinds human reason to the vision of the world as God's handiwork. The gap between man and God cannot be bridged from the human side. There are no points of contact between the ideas of science and those of theology. Science can thus neither contribute to nor conflict with theology.s Although I am not aware of Scientology making a claim to be based on science, it is fair to ask why does it use the root word in its name? Because it is not truly considered either a church or science, this lends some credence to the idea of it originating from science fiction. In fact, its religious philosophy appears to fit the definition for science fiction, which is: "Fiction in which actual or potential scientific developments form part of the plot."6 For example, where but from an inspired science fiction writer would scientologists get such terms as: Dianetics ("what the soul is doing to the body through the mind"), E-meter ("electropsychometer"), engrams ("mental image pictures"), Clear (a new state for man in which he "no longer has his own reactive mind"), thetan (the "immortal spiritual being"), and operating thetan ("a spiritual being that is able to operate with full awareness, memory and ability, independent of the physical universe").1 Dianetics is a word coined by Hubbard, which he took from the Greek din meaning "through" and nous meaning "soul" (or "mind"), that is described as "dicursive reasoning."? As one critic says: "This definition immediately distinguishes the teaching as being built upon the reasoning of man to rectify his past and to determine his future.'?
Could it be that the founder, Hubbard, contrived a fiction that he foisted on the public as a religious pseudoscience? Consider the eccentric statements from the literature they sent mes
• In Scientology, man is held to consist of three parts-thetan, mind and body. The thetan is the spiritual being.
• The writings and recorded spoken words of L Ron Hubbard on the subject of Scientology collectively constitute the scriptures of the religion.
Contrast the following three ambiguous statements about being a traditional religion, as they define it; their lack of forthrightness concerning God and unwillingness to worship the Creator; and the nature of God and how to attain salvations
• Scientology is a religion in the most traditional sense. It deals with man as a spirit ....
• The Church hasno dogma concerning God. Although Scientology affinns the existence of a Supreme Being, its practice does not include the worship of such.
• The practice of Scientology is to bring one to a new state where he can reach his own conclusions concerning the nature of God or a Supreme Being.Thus, likemany Eastern religions, salvation in Scientology is attained through personal spiritual enlightenment.
Despite evidence to the contrary, they still claim that: ''The religion of Scientology is a bona fide religion."! Perhaps someone needs to challenge their definition of a ''bona fide religion."
Like most successful organizations that operate on the fringe, thisone gives the appearance of doing some good. On the surface, some might believe that the organization is working to solve serious social problems connected with illicit drug use. Yet one must be cautious in reaching this conclusion. I cannot judge the financial responsibility of Scientology. However, there are cases of highly visible institutions proven corrupt while presenting a picture of helping society. There are examples of leaders of nationally known associations bilking donors or members. The problem frequently involves the amount of money and perquisites provided these officials. Most troubling is the fact that, until exposed, these charities (e.g., united-fund type charities) were considered very believable from all outward images. Because Scientology has been labeled as a cult and has not established credibility, it is working from the other direction to enhance its reputation. In the "Answers to Questions" booklet, about one-fourth of the content is devoted to a chapter on "Misconceptions about Scientology." Within this book, it is obvious by reading the headings of various sections that the leaders and members want to overcome the cult denotation. Some headings, for example, weres What is known about Scientology has not helped its cause. For example, it has been investigated by the Internal Revenue Service for nearly 40 years, and according to [entzch, the IRS investigation was "the largest inquiry into anyorganization in the history of that agency."2 At one time, the IRS was concerned about high profits because it had discovered that 90 percent of the monies collected in one year by the founding church were not from donations but from fees.s It was also reported that Hubbard received 10% of all fees collected.s Scientology has not endeared itself to either scientists or pharmacists, in particular. In contrast to this, there is an article describing how drug addicts are rehabilitated in the Jan/Feb 1995 issue of their official magazine that they mailed to the pharmacy press,s However, the stance Scientology has taken opposing psychiatry, the pharmaceutical industry, and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is explicitly stated in this magazine and the other literature they provided. Some of the more blatant examples follow.
• According to the Justice Department, while psychiatrists comprise only 8 percent of the physicians in the United States, they Though thiswas the highest number of adverse reaction reports filed on any drug in the history of the FDA'sadverse reaction reporting system, the agency and Eli Lilly, the drug's manufacturer, refused to act. CCHR investigated and discovered that the FDAadvisory committee which had given Prozac a clean bill of health contained at least five members with financial dependency on drug manufacturers. One of the committee members had receivedin excessof $1.3millionin research grants from EliLiIIy.1 • And how does the psychiatric/pharmaceutical industry keep the FDAin line?There are many instancesof FDAofficials moving into well-paid positions with pharmaceutical companies, and the trade-offgoes both ways,"
• The overarching problem to forcefuIly address, then, is the p0-tentially fatal chokehold the psychiatric-pharmaceutical-FDA triumvirate has on society. It is imperative to bring under control the system that permits the candy-like dispensing of dangerous and often deadly psychotropicdrugs, "cures" that annihilate the human mind, body and spirit with their unspeakable side effects,at tremendous cost to the individual and the society.1I
• The social scientist, the psychologist and psychiatrist and health ministers have failed to handle spreading psychosomatic illness. It is too easy to blame it all on "socialunrest" or the "pace of modem society." The hard, solid fact is that there has been no effective psychotherapy in broad practice. The result is a drug addicted population,u "The Citizens Commissionon Human Rightsis a socialreform organization,sponsored by Scientology, to e~ose and eradicate criminalacts and human rights abuses by psychiatry.1
